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Introduction 
Islam seriously fights against and 

discrimination based on based on gender, 
race or colour. It recognizes the intellectual 
as well as physical ability of Women to 
contribute towards developing the society. 
Islam also accords them their fundamental 
human rights. It is due to this realization 
that women are permitted to acquire 
education at all levels. 

Ofcourse, women are of special, 
fundamental importance to society: They 
carry on their shoulders, despite the 
immense hardship and pains involved, the 
great responsibility of producing and 
nurturing the children, a responsibility that 
can never be equaled by any other.           
In addition, they constitute the most  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
important and effective vehicle 
transmission of civilization and culture 
from one generation to another. Women 
are also the grass-root guardians of 
society’s moral and social values. It is 
based on the consideration of this noble 
role assigned to women that Islam gives 
special consideration of this noble role 
assigned to women that Islam given special 
consideration to the education of women. 
They need to be properly trained and 
educated so as to enable they carry their 
duties with at most efficiency. 
 
Islamic Concept of Education 

The Islamic concept of education 
can be understood from its aims and 
objectives. The true aims of education 
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according to the consensus of Muslim 
scholars are to facilitate “the balanced 
growth of the total personality of man; 
(Ahmed Lemu 1982). This is achieved 
through the training of man’s spirit, 
intellect, and bodily senses. 
Islamic educational system is aimed at 
producing well disciplined highly skillful 
and responsible human beings (Omar Jah 
1982). The products of this system of 
education should be responsible people 
who are well aware of their rights and how 
to claim them without affecting other 
people’s rights. They should be the type of 
people who are conscious of their duties to 
Almighty All and commitments to the 
service of their society. 

In Islam, acquisition of knowledge 
begins right from cradle and continues to 
the grave. It’s subject-matter is life as a 
whole. It investigates all aspects of life 
spiritual, minerals and intellectual, with 
one objective, that is to improve it thereby, 
provide real happiness to mankind as a 
whole. 
To understand the philosophy of Islamic 
education, one must first understand the 
philosophy of Islam itself. Islam is not 
simply a religion which confines its 
activities to promoting spiritual welfare of 
man rather; it is a complete way of life, 
which encompasses all aspects of life 
(Omar Jah 1982). Since life consists of 
matter and spirit and extends from material 
to the spiritual world, Islamic education 
gives equal emphasis on religious and 
secular subjects in human educational 
development. 
From the foregoing explanation of the 
concept, aims and objectives of Islamic 

education, it is to be understood that 
education is meant for all individual 
members of the society regardless of their 
gender differences. Women are to be given 
equal opportunities as their counterpart 
(men). 
 
The Status of Women in Non-Muslim 
Societies 

This section mirrors the plights of 
women in the historical evolution of some 
non-Muslim societies. It discusses the 
condition of women in other societies. 
Vivid pictures of in-human treatments 
received by women are depicted in the 
following selected societies. 

In British society before 19th 
century, women occupied the lowest and 
disgraceful position. She was not even 
counted as one of the citizens’ (Kurshid 
1969). According to the law of land 
(before 19th country) all real property 
owned by women would automatically 
become the sole possession of her husband 
after the marriage (Al-Jauhar, 1980). 
In French society, women met with the 
same ill-fate as her counterpart in other 
primitive communities. She was denied her 
basic rights as human being. She was not 
permitted to acquire education or 
participate in any community 
development. (Al-Jauhari, 1980). 

Ironically, America a country 
which seems to be leading the agitation of 
human right campaigns in the worlds 
appears to be in a practical sense, the 
vanguard of human right violators, 
especially with regards to women’s rights. 

Up to 16th century, the law and 
custom of American society discriminated 
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against women. Even the America 
Revolution is said to have no immediate 
effect on degraded status of women. 
(Ahmad 1976). 
The right to acquire education and practice 
the acquired knowledge is one of the most 
fundamental rights for all individual 
human being in any civilized society: But 
such was only partially accorded to 
American women in 19th century. The 
Encyclopedia international confirms this 
when it says; 

… Only when public schools where 
opened in 19th century women in 
American started to enjoy 
(relatively) equal educational 
opportunity with men … No College 
admitted women until 1837 when 
Oberlin opened its doors to them 
(Encyclopedia International 1975). 

While right from 7th century, a 
number of female professors and doctors 
did exist in the Muslim society only in the 
middle of 19th century 1849 one called 
Elizabeth Blackwell became the first 
women to hold a fist degree in America 
(Encyclopedia International 1975). 
In matters affecting professional right, 
American women also suffered unjust 
discrimination. Historical evidences testify 
that before the 1879 constitutional 
amendment, an American woman who 
happened to read law had no constitutional 
right to practice it in court (Encyclopedia 
International 1975). 

The condition of women in the 
free-Islamic-Arabian society was very 
pathetic. Female children were subjected to 
infanticide. Having a grown up daughter in 

one’s house considered a great social 
stigma. (Qur’an 16:58-59). 
In the primitive society of the Arabs, 
women enjoyed no right. They were 
subjected to various inhuman / treatments. 
They were denied the right to inherit and 
estate; they were instead counted among 
the inherited properties. 
Women before the Jihad of Sheikh Uthman 
bn Fodio of 1804 were in a very deplorable 
condition. They were completely kept in 
sheer darkness of ignorance. (MSU 1998) 
they were denied any access to acquisition 
of basic and necessary knowledge 
pertaining to their religious obligations. 
(Uthman bu Fodio Undated). 

This had been the plight of women 
in some non-and nominal Muslim 
societies. They were partially or totally 
denied the very basic and fundamental 
right which any human being should be 
given. In the subsequent discussion we will 
reveal their condition in an ideal Muslim 
society, especially their right to be 
educated. 
 
Women Educational Opportunity in an 
Ideal Muslim Society 

In one of his prophetic Traditions, 
Prophet Muhammad (May Allah Bless 
Him) was quoted as saying: Seeking for 
knowledge is compulsory upon every 
Muslim: male and female (Do! 1983:55). 

According to this Hadith, every 
member of the Muslims community, 
whether boy or girl, man or women, young 
or old should pursue his or her education to 
its highest level. This clearly indicates that 
Islam provides equal educational 
opportunity to both males and females and 
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even makes it to be equally necessary upon 
them. |So women have been given equal 
right to seek and acquire as much 
knowledge as their human intellect can 
allow. 
Islamic historical data is very rich 
information on women professors and 
doctors who specialized in various 
educational fields. The case of Aisha, the 
wife of the Prophet (S.A.W.) is fairly well 
known. She was rated fourth among those 
who transmitted the largest number of 
Hadith. Her collection of many of a-Hadith 
became the subjects of the 8th century book 
in jurisprudence which today more than 
ever, before, must be read along with the 
major boos of Hadith, (Muhammad 1998) 
she was also well known for her precision, 
critical faculty and knowledge of war, 
history medicine, astronomy and 
mathematics. 

During the generation of Tabi’un 
(the generation following that of the 
companions of the Prophets (Sahabah), 
there was among the most prominent 
scholars, a women known as Amrah bint 
Abdurrahman who was described by Imam 
Ahmad bn Hambal as an eminent 
theologian and a great scholar. Among 
those who studied under her, was the judge 
of Madina in her time (Uthman 1995). 

During the period of Tabi’un al-
tabi’un, there was among the women who 
excelled in the intellectual fields, known as 
Ummal-Dar’da, about whom the famous 
hadith scholar Imam Al-Nawawi said “All 
scholars have unanimously agreed 
regarding her vast knowledge of 
jurisprudence. She was also an important 

hadith scholar of her time and a judge of 
recognized ability and merit. 

This trend continued for the most 
part of the Muslim history, where women 
continued to excel in every field of 
learning in their time. Many of the famous 
scholars among men, studied at the feet of 
women scholars of their times, some of 
these include: Ibn Hajar Al-Asaqalani who 
attended lecturers on hadith given by 
Juwairiyya Bint Ahmad. (Uthman B.1995). 
He was also said to have studied under 
Aisha Bint Abdul Hadi who considered as 
the best scholar of Hadith in her time.  

Ibn Al-Asakir whose instruction 
included eighty (80) women scholars, was 
said to have received the formal certificate 
(Ijazah) from Zainab Bint Abdurrahman 
for Muwatta of Imam Malik. 
The famous historian Ibn Battuta during 
his stay in Damascus, studied with Zainab 
Bint Ahmad and various other women 
scholars. 

Jalal-al-Din, Al, Suyuti, the 
famous Egyptian scholar and the author of 
popular tafsir book (Al-Jalalyn) studied the 
Raisala of Imam Shafi’i with Hajara Bint 
Muhammad. Imam Shafi’i himself was 
said to have benefited greatly in his 
formulation for laws from the knowledge 
and profound understanding of Hadith 
literature possessed by Nafisah the grand 
daughter of Hassan the grand son of the 
Prophet (S.A.W.) (Uthman B. 1995). With 
the Jihad of Shehu Utman Dan Fodio of 
the 19th century coupled with the 
establishment of the Sokoto caliphate, 
scholarship was promoted among women. 

Shehu Uthman Dan Fodio was 
prominent among the advocates for women 
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education in Hausa land in Northern 
Nigeria. He actively involved women in 
his enlightment activities. He encouraged 
women to pursue educational studies up to 
a level which can in the modern term be 
referred a professorial level. 

Among these women who 
acquired education to the highest standard 
in the Hausa land were Shehu’s daughters: 
Nana Asma’u, Fatima, Hafsat, Safiyyah 
and Maryam. (Ruqayyah, 2004). 
Nana Asma’u excelled in various fields of 
study. She used to teach both men and 
women. She was said to have authored 
close to ninety (90) books covering various 
subjects matter. (Ruqayyah, 2004). 
 
Conclusion 

Such was the involvement of 
women in the fields of scholarship. 
Women as we have seen in the Islamic 
educational system are not only given 
equal right and opportunities with men to 
seek knowledge but they have at the same 
time, same right to disseminate the 
acquired knowledge to others. 
This also indicates that right from 7th 
century there existed in the Muslim world; 
a number of women who attained the 
professorial level in various fields of 
educational studies while in the western 
world, only in late 19th century women 
were permitted to study in the higher 
institutions of learning. 
We have also seen that the Islamic concept 
of education is more comprehensive than 
the western concept. This is obvious when 
we consider the fact that in the Islamic 
educational system, moral and spiritual 
aspects constitutes an important part of the 

curriculum while in the western system; 
they are not given any due consideration. 
 
Recommendation 

Any society no matter how 
primitive or civilized it may be, has certain 
norms and values which form the 
fundamental structure of its culture. All the 
members of that particular society give due 
regard to those norms and values of their 
society and at the same time want their 
values to be respected by every one 
whether a member or a non-member. So 
any educational system to be introduced to 
the Nigerians, its contents, methodology 
and approaches must conform to their 
culture. 

Islamic educational system 
achieved what it achieved in term of 
educational development due to the proper 
regard it gives to moral and spiritual values 
coupled with due consideration of the 
position of women as the grass-root 
guardians of society’s moral and social 
values so any system of education from 
wherever it is borrowed should respect and 
conform with our social values. 

Majority of Nigerians have certain 
reservation against the modern system of 
education or western modelled schools: 
there are practical evident impressions 
which these schools and colleges give that 
they are instead of the centers knowledge 
and fields for moral training, become 
breeding grounds of immorality and the 
perversion of social and moral values. So 
they feel that women (their daughters) 
being the very protectors of these values 
cannot be misoriented and mistrained 
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without the whole society suffering from 
moral and social disintegration. 
To achieve maximum result in the 
involvement of women in educational 
development, the contents of our school 
curriculum, the methodologies, and the 
approaches must be readjusted, reoriented 
and redirected. 
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